
Cornelius ‘Kees’ Bruynzeel and his yacht Stormy
dominated the race, achieving a rare double by

winning both line honours and overall handicap, and
breaking the record in 21 days, 12 hours, 15 minutes,

and 31 seconds. Bruynzeel, a seasoned sailor, took the
boldest course despite past heart attacks and

prepared for medical emergencies onboard. Reflecting
on his victory, he called it the peak of his 50-year

yachting career. 

The race featured dramatic moments, including HIC III
breaking her mast, Albatros II revealing a stowaway,

and the withdrawal of race favourite, Ondine. 

At the start, the colourful spectacle of 39 yachts in
Table Bay captivated onlookers.

Ondine blasting out of Cape Town

1973 CAPE TO RIO RACE

Stormy arriving in Rio

Start 13 January 1973 | Entries 43 | Nations 11
Line Honours & Overall Handicap Winner Stormy,

Cornelius ‘Kees’ Bruynzeel 


